Quenya Pronouns

Common Eldarin Pronominal Elements and Their Developement in Quenya

This essay is an examination of the Common Eldarin pronouns and their derivatives in Quenya. The developement of the Sindarin pronominal system is much easier to set forth, but the many endings in Quenya provide quite a challenge. 



In the reconstruction of the Common Eldarin pronouns, David Salo’s work has been the most definitive, so I gratefully draw much of the following from his material.


Also, Ryszard Derdzinski’s essay Elvish Pronouns has proved to be an invaluable reference in the writing of this essay, and I organize the following in the same manner as he does.


According to David Salo’s book A Gateway to Sindarin (Hereafter refered to as GTS), the original pronominal roots did in fact exist in Primitive Quendian.

Common Eldarin

Pronominal stems


Root

Alternate Form

Meaning
√NI




1st person sg.

√ME




1st person pl. exclusive (‘we, but not you’)

√WE




1st person pl. inclusive (‘we, me, and you’)

√DE

  √LE


2nd person respective 

√KI                                                      
2nd person familiar

√SE




3rd person sg. personal (refers to animates)

√SA




3rd person sg. impersonal (inanimates)

√TE




3rd person pl. personal (refers ro animates)

√TA




3rd person pl. impersonal (inanimates)

√MA




Interrogative particle

√I




‘that’

√SI




‘this (by me)’
Now, my reconstruction of the Common Eldarin pronominal system:

I. Demonstrative pronouns

Near demonstrative

*sise ‘here, in this (place)’ 

*sida ‘hither, to this (place)’ 

*silo ‘hence, from this (place)

*sina ‘hither, to this (place)’

*sinâ ‘this’

Distant demonstrative

*tase ‘there, in that (place)’

*tada ‘thither, to that (place)’

*talo ‘thence, from that (place)’

*tana ‘thither, to that (place)’

*tanâ ‘that’

Far distant demonstrative

*entase ‘in that place yonder’

*entada ‘to that place yonder’

*entalo ‘from that place yonder’

*entana ‘to that place yonder’

*entâ ‘that yonder’

Personal pronouns

II. Nominative promouns

The nominative pronouns are formed directly from their respective roots.

meaning
disjunctive I

disjunctive II
conjunctive
suffixed I      suffixed II

1st sg.

*injê


*inî

*nî njê

*-njê

*-ni

1st pl. excl.
*elmê


*emê

*mê lmê
*-lmê

*-me

1st dual excl.
*emmê


 (?)

*mê mmê
*-mmê

*-me

1st pl. incl.
*elwê


*ewê

*wê lwê
*-lwê

*-we

1st dual incl.
*enkwê
, *engwê
 (?)

(?)

*-nkwê
, *-ngwê  (?)

2nd sg. resp.
*eljê


*elê

*lê ljê

*-ljê

*-le



*edjê


*edê

*dê djê

*-djê

*-de
2nd sg. fam.  
*ekiê


(?)

*ki kiê

*-kiê

*-ki

2nd dual
*eddê


(?)

(?)

*-ddê

(?)

2nd pl.

*eldê


(?)

*dê

*-ldê

*-de

3rd sg. pers.
*esjê


*esê

*sê sjê

*-sjê

*-se

3rd dual pers.
*ettê


(?)

(?)

*-ttê

*-te

3rd pl. pers.
*emtê, eltê



*tê

*-mtê, *-eltê
*-te

3rd pl. impers.
 






*-r______________   

III. Dative pronouns

The dative pronouns are formed by adding the case ending –na to the conjunctive form of the pronoun.

meaning
word
1st sg.

*nina

1st pl. excl.
*mena

1st pl. incl.
*wena

2nd sg. resp.
*lena



*dena

2nd sg. fam.
*kena

2nd pl.

*lena

3rd sg. pers.
*sena

3rd sg. impers.
*sena

3rd pl. pers.
*tena

3rd pl. impers.
*tana

IV. Allative pronouns

The allative pronouns are formed by adding the case ending –da to the conjunctive form of the pronoun.

meaning
word

1st sg.

*nida

1st pl. excl.
*meda

1st pl. incl.
*weda

2nd sg. resp.
*leda



*deda

2nd pl.

*leda

3rd sg. pers.
*seda

3rd sg. impers.
*sada

3rd pl. pers.
*teda

3rd pl. impers.
*tada

V. Locative pronouns

The locative pronouns are formed by adding the case ending –se to the conjunctive from of the pronoun.

meaning
word

1st sg.

*nise

1st pl. excl.
*mese

1st pl. incl.
*wese

2nd sg. resp.
*lese



*dese

2nd sg. fam.
*kese

2nd pl.

*lese

3rd sg. pers.
*sese

3rd sg. impers.
*sase

3rd pl. pers.
*tese

3rd pl. impers.
*tase

VI. Ablative pronouns

The ablative pronouns are formed by adding the case ending –lo to the conjuctive form of the pronoun.

meaning
word

1st sg.

*nilo

1st pl. excl.
*melo

1st pl. incl.
*welo

2nd sg. resp.
*lelo



*delo

2nd sg. fam.
*kelo

2nd pl.

*lelo

3rd sg. pers.
*selo

3rd sg. impers.
*salo

3rd pl. pers.
*telo

3rd pl. impers.
*talo

VII. Instrumental pronouns

The instrumental pronouns are formed by adding the case ending –nen to the conjunctive form of the pronoun.

meaning
word

1st sg.

*ninen

1st pl. excl.
*menen

1st pl. incl.
*wenen

2nd sg. resp.
*lenen



*denen

2nd sg. fam.
*kenen

2nd pl.

*lenen

3rd sg. pers.
*senen

3rd sg. impers.
*sanen

3rd pl. pers.
*tenen

3rd pl. impers.
*tanen

VIII. Posessive pronouns

meaning

type II

suffixed type II

1st sg.


*(i)njâ

*-njâ

1st pl. excl.

*(e)lmâ

*-lmâ

1st dual excl.
    
*(e)mmâ  
*-mmâ

1st pl. incl.

*(e)lwâ

*-lwâ

1st dual incl. 
    
*(i)nkwâ
*-nkwâ

2nd sg. resp.

*(e)djâ

*-djâ




*(e)ljâ

*-ljâ

2nd sg. fam.

*(e)kjâ

*-kjâ

2nd dual

*(e)ddâ

*-ddâ

2nd pl.


*(e)ldâ

*-ldâ

3rd sg.


*(e)sjâ

*-sjâ

3rd dual

*(e)ttâ

*-ttâ

3rd pl.


*(e)mtâ
*-mtâ




*(e)ltâ

*-ltâ

IX. Interrogative pronouns

The Common Eldarin interrogative pronouns are based on the root √MA. The primitive case endings are added to the root.

*ma(n) ‘who?’, ‘what?’ (ma + -ø)

*mada‘to whom?’, ‘to where?’ (ma + -da)

*mase ‘in whom?’, ‘in where?’, ‘when?’, ‘where?’ (ma + -se)

*malo ‘from whom?’, ‘from where?’ (ma + -lo)

*manen ‘how?’ (ma + -nen)

*mava ‘whose?’ (ma + -va)

X. Relative pronouns

The Common Eldarin relative pronouns are based upon the element ja- which is a derivative of the root √I ‘that’. The primitive case endings are added to this to form the various pronouns.

*ja ‘which’ (ja + -ø)

*jada ‘to which’ (ja + -da)

*jase ‘in which, where’ (ja + -se)

*jalo ‘from which’ (ja + -lo)

*janen ‘by which, with which’ (ja + -nen)

*java ‘of which’ (ja + -va)

XI. Indefinite pronouns

Indefinite pronouns stand in the place of a subject of a sentence for which there is, technically, no subject; they can be translated as ‘one’, ‘they’, or as passives.

kwene

‘a person’

*mô

‘somebody, one, anyone’

(there are also the Sindarin words aen ‘?they’ and ten ‘one, somebody’; but it is unclear what their ancestors would have been, and they do not appear in Quenya in any form.)

Quenya

I.Demonstrative pronouns

Near demonstrative

si ‘this’

sís, sissë ‘here, in this (place)’ 

sio, silo ‘hence, from this (place)’

sir, sira ‘hither, to this (place)’
*sinna ‘hither, to this (place)’

sinomë ‘here, in this place (referred to)’

sina ‘this’

Distant demonstrative

ta ‘that’

tás, tassë ‘there, in that (place)’

tó, talo ‘thence, from that (place)’

tar, tara ‘thither, to that (place)’

tanna ‘thither, to that (place)’

tanomë ‘there, in that place (referred to)’

tana ‘that’

Far distant demonstrative

*entás, entassë ‘in that place yonder’

*entó, entalo ‘from that place yonder’

*entar, entara ‘thither, to that place yonder’

*entanna ‘to that place yonder’

enta ‘that yonder’

II. Personal Pronouns

meaning

disjunctive I

conjunctive
agglutinated I
agglutinated II

1st sg.


inyë, nyë

ni

-nyë


-n 

1st pl. incl.

*elvë, *elwë

we (read ve?)
-lvë, -lwë

(?)
1st dual incl.

*enquë, *engwë
wet (read vet?)
-nquë, -ngwë

(?)
1st pl. excl.

*elmë


me

-lmë

______-m 

1st pl. dual excl.
emmë


met

-mmë


-m

2nd sg. resp.

elyë, lyë

le

-lyë


-l_ 

2nd sg. fam.

*etyë, tyë



-tyë


*-t_  

2nd pl. 


*eldë  


le

-ldë


-l_ 

2nd dual

*estë, tyet, *lyet
*cet, let
-stë__________________

3rd sg. pers.

*eryë


se

*-ryë


-s, -së 

3rd sg. impers.

*aryë


sa

*-ryë


-s 

3rd pers. dual

*ettë


tú

-ttë________________ -t_

3rd pl. pers.

*entë, *eltë

te

-ntë, -ltë

-t_ 

3rd pl. impers.

*antë, *altë

ta

-ntë, -ltë

-t_

III. Dative pronouns

1st sg.

nin, *nína

1st pl. excl.
men, *ména

1st dual excl.
*ment, *menta

1st pl. incl.
*ven, véna

1st dual incl.
*vent, *venta

2nd sg. resp.
*len, *léna / *lyen, *lyéna

2nd sg. fam.
*cen, *céna / *tyen, *tyéna

2nd pl.

*len, *léna

2nd dual resp.
*lent, *lenta / *lyent, *lyenta

2nd dual fam.
*cent, *centa / *tyent, *tyenta

3rd sg. pers.
*sen, *séna

3rd sg. impers.
*san, *sána

3rd pl. pers. 
  ten, téna

3rd pl. impers.
*tan, *tána

IV. Allative pronouns

1st sg.

*nina, *ninna

1st pl. excl.
*mena, *menna

1st dual excl.
*menta

1st pl. incl.
*vena, *venna

1st dual incl.
*venta

2nd sg. resp.
*lena, *lenna / *lyena, *lyenna

2nd sg. fam.
*cena, *cenna / *tyena, *tyenna

2nd pl.

*lena, *lenna

2nd dual resp.
*lenta / *lyenta

2nd dual fam.
*centa / *tyenta

3rd sg. pers.
  sena, *senna

3rd sg. impers.
*sana, *sanna

3rd pl. pers. 
tenna

3rd pl. impers.
*tanna

V. Locative pronouns

1st sg.

*nís, *nissë

1st pl. excl.
*més, messë

1st dual excl.
*metsë 
1st pl. incl.
*vés, *vessë

1st dual incl.
*vetsë

2nd sg. resp.
*lés, *lessë / *lyés, *lyessë

2nd sg. fam.
*cés, *cessë / *tyés, *tyessë

2nd pl.

*lés, *lessë

2nd dual resp.
*letsë / *lyetsë

2nd dual fam.
*cetsë / *tyetsë

3rd sg. pers.
*sés, *sessë

3rd sg. impers.
*sás, *sassë

3rd pl. pers. 
*tés, *tessë

3rd pl. impers.
*tás, *tassë

VI. Ablative pronouns

1st sg.

*nillo

1st pl. excl.
mello

1st dual excl. 
*melto

1st pl. incl.
*vello

1st dual incl.
*velto

2nd sg. resp.
*lello / *lyello

2nd sg. fam.
*cello / *tyello

2nd pl.

*lello

2nd dual resp.
*lelto / *lyelto

2nd dual fam.
*celto / *tyelto

3rd sg. pers.
*sello

3rd sg. impers.
*sallo

3rd pl. pers. 
*tello

3rd pl. impers.
*tallo

VII. Instrumental pronouns

1st sg.

*ninen

1st pl. excl.
*menen

1st dual excl.
*menten

1st pl. incl.
*venen

1st dual incl.
*venten

2nd sg. resp.
*lenen / *lyenen

2nd sg. fam.
*cenen / *tyenen

2nd pl.

*lenen

2nd dual resp.
*lenten / *lyenten

2nd dual fam.
*centen / *tyenten

3rd sg. pers.
*senen

3rd sg. impers.
*sanen

3rd pl. pers. 
*tenen

3rd pl. impers.
*tanen

VIII. Possessive pronouns

meaning

type II


suffixed type II

1st sg.


ninya






-nya

1st pl. excl.

menya






-lma

1st dual excl.

*mentya





-mma

1st pl. incl.

*venya






-lva

1st dual incl.

*ventya





-nqua

2nd sg. resp.

*lenya / *lyenya




-lya

2nd sg. fam.

*cenya / *tyenya




-tya

2nd pl.


*lenya






-lla

2nd dual

resp. *lentya / *lyentya, fam. *centya / *tyentya
-sta

3rd sg. pers.

*erya






-rya

3rd sg. impers.

*arya






-rya

3rd pl. pers.

*tenya






-nta, -lta

3rd pers. dual

*tunya, túnya





-tta

3rd pl. impers.

*tanya






-nta

IX. Interrogative pronouns

man(a)

‘who?’, ‘(what?)’

*manna
‘to whom?’, ‘to what?’

*más, massë
‘in whom?’, ‘in what?’, ‘when?’, ‘where?’

*mó, mallo
‘from whom?’, ‘from what?’

*manen
‘how?’

*mava

‘whose?’

X. Relative Pronouns

ya

‘who, what, which’

*yanna

‘to whom, to which’

*yás, yassë
‘in whom, in which’

*yó, *yallo 
‘from whom, from which’

*yanen

‘how’

*yava

‘whose’


XI. Indefinite pronouns

quen

‘one, a person, someone’

mo

‘somebody, one, anyone’

