THE LIFE MACHINE

What ideas of love and deceit do we have today? Where do these ideas come from? Most people today know stories about divorce and new marriages, about break-ups and new alliances in love and life, from more than one angle. These stories flourish  – in weekly magazines, television, litterature and film, but also in real life; more and more people experience divorce or new marriages –as a neighbour, friend, daughter, son, mother, father or colleague – or it happens to themselves. How do we handle these dramatic changes in life?

Authors Intention

”The Life Machine” is a story about new love relations being formed, and old ones being disbanded. Through three generations of women and men the stories are weaved together. All have likenesses, all enlighten how the human being wants to be loved, and show that there are different ways of handling crises and happiness in life. Some people goes into conflict while others don’t. 

What do people do in order to be loved and what do they do to be able to love?
This is a realistic story about the complex familyrelations of our times and what consequences love and divorce can give to any person today. From one situation to another, one gets involved in all these  lifestories, and with a touch of humour and a lightness in storytelling, the love-structures of our time are being presented. The stories exchange in a fast tempo and they convey profoundness and situations which make the public laugh; it becomes tragicomic when it is revealed how easy the stories of our lives repeat themselves, even though the starting poing can be very different for people.

I want to present the private lifes in modern society; the many parallell lifes, even in each persons life, and give an eye to the dilemmas and how they are being solved in different ways. This becomes a story of our society as a whole, in my point of view. 

Rough Story
In a modern theaterform with short filmic sequences we get to know Elisabeth and Magnus who are in love; Magnus’ wife Vera who can’t cope with being abandoned; Elisabeths mother Eva and her partner Joachim who still are struggling with their ex-partners who they left 25 years ago; and young Julie, the daughter of Vera and Magnus, who wants to find her own way out of her mothers den, helped by Elisabeths old friend and colleague Bjørn.

For more about the story: See my description of the characters and their lives.
The Characters




Age:

Occupation:

ELISABETH

34-35

Stills-photographer
MAGNUS

44-45

musician – sax-player
VERA


44-45

massage-therapist, former stewardess
JULIE


19-20

student in languages

EVA


60-61

secretary

SIV


70-71

housewife, CAN BE PLAYED BY ACTRESS PLAYING EVA
JOACHIM

70-71

former engineer
BJØRN


33-34

Stills-photographer

CHARACTERS AND STORIES – ROUGH PRESENTATION

Elisabeth is the daughter of Eva and her first husband. She is an only child.

Eva met Joachim when Elisabeth was about 9 years old. She divorced Elisabeths father and Joachim moved in with Elisabeth and Eva. Joachim moved away from his wife Siv, but never divorced her. He didn’t split their belongings either, and this has irritated Eva always. 

Elisabeth has studied and worked with Bjørn, her best friend, since she was 20 something. Elisabeth has a daughter aged 7, and is divorced from her first husband, with whom she manages to share the daughter quite well. Her friend Bjørn has not had any serious relationships yet. He is getting older, and starting to feel that he should relax more – and get a proper relationship, maybe try to live with someone. He also wants children, and actually regrets that he and Elisabeth never was in love with another at the same time – they would actually have been a good couple.

But as this story starts, Elisabeth is at work as a photographer – she is going to make pictures for the front cover of a CD – and meets the saxophone-player Magnus, who is releasing his first solo-CD. They feel strangely attracted to one another, and after a period of secret meetings, Magnus decides to move away from his wife Vera. She gets upset, and can’t cope with her new status and single – and almost 50: Who wants me?? Julie, their daughter, feels sorry for her mother, and decides to stay with her, even if she gets angry at her mother for being so depressed and unhappy all the time.

Elisabeth and Magnus marry.

Joachim moves away from Eva – back to his old wife Siv and getting to know his own children.

Bjørn and Julie falls in love, they move in together.

Vera becomes all alone when Julie also abandones her.

Elisabeth and Magnus have lots of problems – how to handle Eva, how to handle Julie and Bjørn – also how Joachim, Elisabeths stepfather suddenly disappears from her life. Elisabeth discovers cancer.

Eva dies.

Joachim is back in his old life – as a silent old man, not communicating anymore.

Julie leaves Bjørn – she has been unfaithful to him with one of her fellow students.

Elisabeth discovers she is pregnant, decides she wants the baby in spite of the cancer – and it turns out the cancer stops growing.

Julie discovers she is pregnant – but turns down the students offer to be with her. She will manage on her own.

MUSIC:

Magnus is a musician

One can use an actor who also plays a (portable, preferably) instrument, and makes it part of the performance. One can also use one or more musicians as part of the staging – that is – they can also move from one part of the stage to another, while playing short sequences of music.

STRUCTURE:

1 Prologue /Elisabeth and Magnus meet)
approx 3 minutes

2 ”in motion” –  27 scenes


approx 25 minutes

3 wedding – a party



approx 15 minutes

INTERVAL??

4 ”in motion”
26 scenes


approx 35 minutes

5 funeral – simultanous monolouges 

approx 20 minutes

Done with one interval of 15-20 minutes this play can be staged as a performance of approx 2 hours w interval


LENE THERESE TEIGEN, playwright/director, March 2006. 

