
Remains of Poststructuralism: Ethics, Trauma and Hermeneutics 
 
If you believe some accounts, poststructuralism was dead almost before it began. Its 
questioning of reason, objectivity and subjectivity made it irreconcilable with the 
intellectual standards which have governed rational debate in Europe since the 
Enlightenment. Yet the corpse of poststructuralism has refused to lie still in its grave. 
This lecture explores quite why it was perceived to be so threatening in the first place, 
before examining some of its more recent mutations. Ethical criticism, trauma studies 
and modern hermeneutics are part of the unsettled legacy of poststructuralism, 
however incompatible and diverse their aims and practices might initially appear to 
be. 
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